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ΨIt has been 50 years since the Czechoslovak Committee of INSEA 

was established in Prague. It was created in response to the 

magnificent INSEA congress in 1966. At that time, art educators 

from all over the world gathered in Prague and the congress was 

accompanied by an extensive exhibition of children's works. 

Today, at a time of modern information technology, such an 

extensive and time-consuming event is unthinkable. I have been 

chairing the Czech section of INSEA for several years. A number 

of years have passed since then. I would like to wish this club a 

lot of capable and dedicated teachers who could contribute to 

the education of the young generation.Ω 

WŀǊƻǎƭŀǾ .ǊƻȌŜƪ 
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ΨOur field was created at 

the intersection of efforts, some 

of which are related to the 

classical humanist attitude and 

others have only recently 

appeared in the context of 

education; its substance has the 

double of scientific truth and 

intuition, its matter - whether we 

mean art, the art process, 

aesthetic perception or anything 

like that - hampers a more 

definite definition. However, in 

such circumstances, we have no 

choice but to verify our social 

situation.Ω  

WŀǊƻƳƝǊ ¦ȌŘƛƭ όмфтпŀΣ p. 

255) 
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Introduction 

Dear readers,  

The Czech Section of INSEA has recently celebrated ς in 2017 ς a half-

century of its continuous existence. The publication you hold in your 

hand is based on this outstanding jubilee and commemorates, of 

course, the rich history of this organization, which in the Czech 

Republic and Slovakia was rightly one of the most important and 

influential actors in the didactic discourse of the field of art. It has 

contributed fundamentally to the high level of Czech art education 

and has represented it with dignity ς even in the difficult period after 

1968 - in the international community. Although it is unbelievable, 

our publication is the first publication that, with a historicizing 

distance, recalls the difficult history of the Czechoslovak Committee 

of INSEA and its peripetia in the difficult times of the second half of 

the 20th century and the beginning of the new millennium. 

The objective of this book1, which is based on its Czech predecessor, 

published in the jubilee year of 2017, is to commemorate the 50-year 

history of the Czechoslovak Committee and present to the 

professional and wider public the ever-present theses of education, 

which in the past promoted ς even in the international context ς 

significant personalities and founders of the Czechoslovak Committee 

ƻŦ Lb{9!Σ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ WŀǊƻƳƝǊ ¦ȌŘƛƭΣ LƎƻǊ ½ƘƻǌΣ WƛǌƝ 5ŀǾƛŘΣ WŀǊƻǎƭŀǾ .ǊƻȌŜƪ 

and other experts whose work is still the main rudiment of the art and 

gallery pedagogy. An equally important goal of the authors of this 

                                                           
1 As well as other events organized to celebrate our anniversary. A national 
professional conference of art educators with international participation 
took place on the topic of Quality Criteria in Art Education on 21 ς 22 
September 2017 at the Department of Art Education of the Faculty of Arts 
of the University of South Bohemia, a comprehensive almanac was 
published and distributed on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the 
founding of the Czechoslovak committee of INSEA, the publication of an 
English-language publication dedicated to the history of the committee and 
the construction of the relevant section of our industry portal dedicated to 
the history of the Czechoslovak Committee of INSEA and the Czech section 
of INSEA. The centuries-old existence of our organization will also 
commemorate other publishing and promotional activities in the Czech and 
international environment. 
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publication was also to gather in one place the essential information 

about the history of the Czech INSEA, which are otherwise scattered 

in various, often difficult to access, collections or magazines. That is 

why our file also contains an extensive notes and bibliography. 

In the publication simply called the Czech section of INSEA 1967ς

2017, we offer a look back at the rich history of the Czechoslovak and 

then Czech branch of the international community of art teachers and 

present the current rich events in the section and vision for the years 

to come. 

Our publication contains a number of perspectives - detailed and 

somewhat subjective, but also analytical and synthesizing, which look 

at the events in the Czechoslovak INSEA Committee in a broader 

context and with a distance. The authors also do not avoid the 

complex issues arising from the geopolitical and now historical 

context in which the Czechoslovak Committee of INSEA originated 

and worked. The incorporation of period ideas, activities and 

publications of the representatives of the Czechoslovak Committee of 

INSEA into this context and the reminder of the political and social 

situation of that time belongs, among other things, to the other 

advantages of the publication that you hold in your hands. 

If we want to maintain the continuity of our community, the ideas of 

contemporary ideas, appeals and problems are certainly very 

important. We must know our roots and understand the context of 

today's events. We should learn from the work of our predecessors 

and look for an analogy with the present with a historicizing distance. 

It is impossible to look back on the past and ignore the current 

challenges. This is precisely what we are still encouraged by the 

current ideas of those who founded or supported the Czechoslovak 

/ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ Lb{9!Φ aƻǎǘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅΣ Wŀƴ tŀǘƻőƪŀ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ 

faced with the culminating problems of modern society and 

ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀǊǘΣ ƘŜ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άŜŘǳŎŀǘƻǊǎ ŦƻǊ ŀǊǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 

substantial, unique task prescribed in the current crisis of humanity, 

only if they are attentive to the importance of the moment we 
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ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦέ όtŀǘƻőƪŀΣ мфсуΣ p. 56) So let us be particularly sensitive 

to today's problems and remember that we hold in our hands the 

unique way of knowing and interpreting the world and ourselves, the 

inexhaustible source of inspiration and content that is art, artistic 

means and expressive activity as such. Art is still an irreversible 

manifestation of our freedom, and at the same time it expresses the 

ƳƛǎŜǊȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǘƛƳŜΣ ŀǎ tŀǘƻőƪŀ όIbid.) Described it well. Just as art 

does, let us also cultivate a deep sense of freedom, understand 

artistic activity as a manifestation of pure humanity, proof that man 

is a source of creativity and freedom. (Ibid., p. 56) Let us try to find 

the human punishment in today's manifestations of human creative 

power. Let us work with children and youth to know that art is a 

language in which the ability to be revealed to be manifested. (Ibid.) 

Dear readers, we believe that our publication published in English will 

help to make the remarkable history of the Czechoslovak Committee 

INSEA and its successor organization Czech Section INSEA mapped, 

critically examined and finally presented to the international 

community. Perhaps the reminder of the still valid values of 

education by art, as INSEA represents it not only in the Czech Republic 

but also around the world, will bring creative impulses, inspiration 

and pleasure from the silent power of this international community. 

 

tŜǘǊŀ ~ƻōłƶƻǾł ϧ Wŀƴŀ WƛǊƻǳǘƻǾł 
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ΨFor forty years we have 

been dependent on indirect forms 

of self-assertion, the concept of 

our education has emerged 

anonymously in the strange 

Kafka's "castle" hidden behind 

the letters of the Central 

Committee. We couldn't talk to 

ourselves alone, we just kept 

creating pressure: at schools and 

in municipalities, using children's 

exhibitions, at a higher level 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Yt¨ ŀƴŘ ±¨tΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ 

also by arranging something 

conspicuous, for example by the 

!ƭŜǑ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƻǊ ōȅ [ƛŘƛŎƪł ǊǻȌŜΦ 

One of the world's congresses in 

Prague. Much has been needed 

for such pressures, because their 

energy has largely escaped and 

had only limited influence. In the 

end, we have resisted many and 

this will certainly be positive in 

the new future. Therefore, let us 

all remember, gratefully, all those 

living and deceased who have 

steadily fought for our cause over 

the past decades.Ω 

LƎƻǊ ½Ƙƻǌ όмффмΣ p. 1) 
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